
 

AUGUST 9, 2021 

ONTARIO TOWN BOARD MEETING 
 

A regular meeting of the Ontario Town Board was called to order by Supervisor Frank Robusto at 7:00 p.m.in 

the Ontario Town Hall. The meeting was also held via Zoom. Present were Supervisor Robusto, Council 

members: Joseph Catalano, Tim Strickland, Jeremy Eaton, Superintendent of Water Utilities Adam Cummings, 

Highway Superintendent Marilee Stollery, Director of Parks & Recreation William Riddell, Code Enforcement 

Officer Brian Smith, Library Director Sandra Hylen, Deputy Supervisor Robert Kelsch, Attorney Anthony 

Villani and Town Clerk Debra DeMinck. 

 

Absent: Councilman Scott TeWinkle 
 
Mr. Eaton led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
Approval of the Agenda – A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Strickland, to approve the 

agenda with a revised Parks & Recreation report. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 

 

Comments from the Public – General comments were received regarding printer logs, the 2020 audit, the 

budget process and several others. 

 

Approval of Minutes - Mr. Robusto asked for approval of the minutes of the July 19 & 26, 2021 Town Board 

Meetings. A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to approve the minutes as presented. 

4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED  

 

Department Head Reports – 
 
Sole Assessor – A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Strickland, to accept the July 2021 report 

as presented. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 

 

Code Enforcement Officer – A motion was made by Mr. Strickland, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to accept the 

July 2021 report as presented. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Town Clerk – A motion was made by Mr. Catalano, seconded by Mr. Strickland, to receive the July 2021 

report as presented. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 

 

Justice Court – No report 

 

Superintendent of Highways – A motion was made by Mr. Strickland, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to accept the 

July 2021 report as presented. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 

 

Library – A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to accept the July 2021 report as 

presented. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Superintendent of Water Utilities/Town Engineer – A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. 

Strickland, to accept the July 2021 report as presented. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION 

CARRIED 
 
 
Director of Recreation & Parks – A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to accept the 

July 2021 report as presented. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 

 

Economic Development Department – Verbal report given 

 

Supervisor – COVID 19 requirements - Masks are strongly recommended 
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Printer logs were brought up – Supervisor Robusto admits he made a mistake making personal copies, which he 

has since paid for. What should the penalty be for making unauthorized copies? Everyone has done it, the Town 

Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk and the former Assistant Code Officer, among others. 

The 2020 audit is winding down. COVID 19 has delayed it. 

The past budget process went well the last two years according to feedback from department heads. 

Ms. Donnelly’s questions have been answered. 

He hopes COVID 19 gets better. 
 
New Business – A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Strickland, to authorize a fireworks 

show at Casey Park on Saturday, August 28, 2021 as part of the Summer Send-Off festival. The vendor is 

Young Explosives and the funds have been budgeted for in A7550.4. This is requested by the Director of 

Parks and Recreation in memo PR13-2021. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Strickland, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to authorize the Code Enforcement Officer to 

advertise for a Maintenance Mechanic for 20 hours per week, no benefits at $18.00 to $20.00 per week 

(based on experience) from budget code A1620.1 as requested in memo 21-15. 

Board Members had a brief discussion 

A motion was made by Mr. Strickland, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to table the above motion for further 

discussion. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Strickland, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to authorize the Supervisor to sign the lease 

and operating agreement for Ginna sirens #28 and #36 with a clarification of the address of both sirens. 

4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 

  

A motion was made by Mr. Catalano, seconded by Mr. Strickland, to adopt the following: 
 

WHEREAS:  Section 37 of the Town Law of the New York State provides that collection of school 

taxes in first class towns is the duty of the Town’s Receiver of Taxes and Assessments unless a resolution is 

adopted by the Town Board to convey this responsibility to the tax collector appointed by the Board of 

Education, and 

           WHEREAS:  it has been requested by the Wayne Central School District Board of Education that the 

Ontario Town Board appoint Debra DeMinck for the portion of Ontario in the Wayne Central School District 

for the 2021-2022 school year, and 

           NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that Debra DeMinck is appointed as Collector of school 

taxes for the 2021-2022 school year for the Ontario portion in the Wayne Central School. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 

Absent TeWinkle RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

Adam Cummings gave an overview of the Sewer District Consolidation.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to adopt the following: 

 

RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO TOWN LAW §209-B FOR THE PROPOSED FORMATION OF THE 

TOWN OF ONTARIO CONSOLIDATED SEWER DISTRICT 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Ontario, County of Wayne, State of New York, is interested in 

the establishment and creation of the Town of Ontario Consolidated Sewer District (hereinafter referred to as 

the “District”), pursuant to Article 12-A of the New York Town Law; and  

 WHEREAS, the said District is to include and replace two Sanitary Sewer Improvements Areas previously 

created under New York Town Law Article 12c, consisting of Sanitary Sewer Benefit Area No. I (established in 

1969) and Sanitary Sewer Benefit Area No. II (established in 1993), servicing areas along the NYS Route 104 



                                                                                                                                                08/09/21 

                                                                                                                                                Page 3 

Corridor and the Beh Industrial Park, so the boundaries of the contemplated District contain areas currently 

served by public sewer service within the Town of Ontario; and  

 WHEREAS, the said area to be included in the District is totally located within the Town of Ontario and 

outside any incorporated village; and 

 WHEREAS, the said Town Board is desirous of preparing a general map, plan and report for providing sanitary 

sewer improvement benefits in the aforesaid area to be serviced by the District, and to appropriate a specific 

amount to pay the cost of preparing said general map, plan and report, and for other services in connection 

therewith. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Ontario as follows: 

  1. That the Town Board does hereby authorize Adam Cummings, PE, BCEE, Town Engineer, Town of 

Ontario Water Utilities, 2200 Lake Road, Ontario, New York 14519 to prepare a general map and plan for the 

formation of the sewer district facilities and services in the area of the Town of Ontario to be serviced by the 

District, and for such other services as may be necessary in connection therewith, on the understanding that 

such services fall within the parameters of the Town Engineer’s job and supervisory role for the existing 

sanitary sewer benefit areas being replaced by the proposed consolidated sewer district, for which he receives 

set compensation funded through the sewer funds for said sewer benefit areas, and that no such costs shall be 

funded through the town general fund. 

  2. That all maps, plans and reports prepared in connection with the District and pursuant to this 

resolution shall conform with the requirements of §209-C of the Town Law and shall be filed with the Town 

Clerk. 

  3. That all maps, plans and reports prepared in connection with the District and pursuant to this 

resolution shall be submitted to the New York State Department of Health for approval.  

 

4. That except as set forth in paragraph 1 above, the expense incurred by the Town for such map, plan 

and report and other services shall be a Town charge and shall be assessed, levied and collected in the 

same manner as other Town charges irrespective of whether or not the creation of said District is 

approved. 

 

  5. That except as set forth in paragraph 1 above, in the event that the said District shall be created as 

herein proposed, and shall thereafter be approved pursuant to the provisions of the Town Law, the expense 

incurred by the Town for the preparation of the map, plan and report and other services therefor shall be deemed 

to be part of the cost of such improvement, and the Town shall be reimbursed the amount paid therefor, or such 

portion of that amount which the Town Board at the public hearing held pursuant to the Town Law shall 

allocate against such District.  

 

  6. That this resolution is subject to permissive referendum pursuant to and in accordance with the 

provisions of Sections 209-b and 90 of the Town Law. 

  7. That within ten (10) days from the date of this resolution, the Town Clerk shall post and publish a 

notice which shall set forth the date of the adoption of the resolution, shall contain an abstract of such resolution 

concisely setting forth purpose and effect thereof, shall specify that this resolution was adopted subject to 

permissive referendum, and shall publish such notice in the official newspaper of the Town, and in addition, 

shall post or cause to be posted on the signboard of the Town a copy of such notice within ten (10) days after 

the date of the adoption of this resolution. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
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A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Catalano, to authorize the Town Clerk to post and 

publish a legal notice to set a Public Hearing on Monday, August 30, 2021 at 7 p.m. to hear comments on 

Rezoning a section of Union Hill (8 properties) from SR (Suburban-Residential) to B (Business). 4 Ayes 0 

Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Robusto, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to declare the Town of Ontario lead agency for 

SEQR for the Telecommunication Tower. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 

 

Chris Breed, Chairman of the Board of Ontario Fire Commissioners, gave an overview of the need for a new 

Telecommunication Tower at Ontario Fire Station #1. This is a joint project between Wayne County and the 

Fire District and will be paid for by a grant. The Town of Ontario is lead agency because they own the property. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Catalano, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to authorize the Supervisor to sign the SEQR 

Part 3 form for the Telecommunication Tower. 4 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 

 

Appointments/Resignations – A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Strickland, to authorize 

the addition of Parks & Recreation staff and their pay as presented by the Director of Parks & 

Recreation in a memo dated August 5, 2021. 4 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Approval of Claims - A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Strickland, to approve the abstract 

of claims for August 9, 2021, with a grand total of $163,694.23 and to authorize the Supervisor to issue 

payments for same. 3 Ayes 0 Nays 1 Abstention Catalano 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 

 

Workshop – Storm and Surface Drainage Discussion – Code Enforcement Officer Brian Smith gave an 

overview of the past issues. Roof leaders and sump pumps should be tied into the storm sewer system. He 

would like all builders to follow this procedure. It is in the Ontario Code. Moving forward he would like all 

developments to be required to tie in. Yes, there would be an added cost. Mr. Smith, Mr. Cummings (Water 

Superintendent) and Board members had a discussion on this issue. It will be revisited at the next meeting. 

 

Reports by Town Board Members – Mr. Strickland is concerned with the way the meeting started tonight. He 

is leaning toward an investigation of copiers and computers.  
 
Mr. Catalano stated he would welcome a second public comment section at the end of the meeting. He stated he 

also likes to talk. As for public tax money & where it goes, it is on the abstract every two weeks. Anyone with 

questions can look at them. 

He also liked the past budget process where department heads brought their wants and needs to a public 

meeting.  

He also feels Democracy was taken away at the Democratic Caucus. There are differing views in the Democrat 

and Republican caucus. He doesn’t want to see this happen again in the future. 

School taxes used to be paid at the school. Since Columbine, schools are locked down and it isn’t safe for the 

children to have people going into the school to pay their taxes. He is glad the Town Clerk agreed to do it. 

He feels a State Police investigation of computers and copiers is needed. 

He was a liaison to a department where an employee took $20 in gas and was fired. 

 

Mr. Eaton agrees an investigation is needed.  

He misses how we are not transparent with the budget process. He appreciates all the hard work that goes into 

it.  

The library needs a letter from the Town so they can move forward with their NYS Library construction grant 

application.  

The library is on his radar to increase their funding so they can increase their teen and adult programming. 

Every day on his way home, along Route 104, there is a new “for hire” sign. 
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Mr. Kelsch stated the electronic cleanup around town buildings is going well. Town Clean Up for residents is 

scheduled for September 10th and 11th. Details are on the website. Sun King will do the electronic clean up. 

 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Strickland, to enter into an Executive Session at 9:16 

p.m. for pending litigation and collective bargaining. 4 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Reconvene – 10:25 p.m. 

 

Adjourn - A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Strickland, to adjourn at 10:26 p.m. 4 Ayes  

0 Nays 1 Absent TeWinkle MOTION CARRIED 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

  

 

   

        Debra DeMinck 

        Ontario Town Clerk 

 

The above minutes will become official upon approval of the town board. 


